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Research Statement 
 

My research at the master’s and early doctoral levels included topics as diverse as portrayals of 

immigration in Mexican and U.S. newspapers, qualitative and survey research of the anti-illegal 

immigration movement, Mexican funeral rituals, use of new media in public affairs practices, illegal file 

sharing, and human-computer interaction, to name a few. As part of a doctoral program requirement to 

explore an area outside of mass communication, I took a multivariate statistics course that included a 

significant theoretical component regarding interpersonal and intrapersonal communication. I was 

immediately struck by the similarity between imagined interaction (II) with others and parasocial 

relationships. This excursion into interpersonal communication profoundly shaped the direction my 

research has taken. 

My recent research includes assessments of parasocial relationships from a functionalist perspective. As 

part of an independent research project in which I collected survey data, and with the help and guidance 

of co-author Dr. Lance Porter, I have written two separate articles on functions and characteristics of 

parasociability, as well as an article on parasociability as compensation for interpersonal interaction. All 

three articles are at various stages of the publication process and two have been presented at national 

conferences. The data collected in this project is still viable and has the potential to produce at least one 

more article, possibly two or three. 

My current research is my dissertation, which examines the topics of parasocial comparison, parasocial 

processing, and the topic of polygamy. Thus far I have written the necessary background chapters and 

collected qualitative data for the first of three studies. The second phase of data collection includes two 

surveys and an experiment, and will begin in October of 2012. So far, findings include a strong 

propensity for parasocial comparison to occur alongside parasocial processing in the absence of 

affective investment, as well as a socio-cultural dynamic suggesting the respondents often discuss 

parasocial comparison with others. This dissertation is on-track for a late Spring 2013 defense with a 

May or August 2013 graduation date. 

In the immediate future, I will continue to work with parasociability through the data I have already 

collected. Further into the future, however, I would like to explore parasociability with artificial 

intelligence (AI). As AI diffuses in forms ranging from applications to actual interactive programs (e.g. 

Seri), parasocial research appears to offer the best theoretical foundation within which to explain our 

relationships with increasingly-interactive programs.  


